Gay Marriage
 "Equality is good." "Discrimination is bad."
It’s hard to disagree with this. It just seems like such an Australian value.

This of course is the slogan for gay marriage. It is effective and makes those who oppose gay marriage seem unreasonable. But is that fair? I don’t think so. Let me explain my position.
Is gay marriage a justice issue?
Gay couples should have the same rights as heterosexual couples, right?
Sure. In fact they already do. In the last few years there has been a raft of legislative measures to provide the financial and legal security (like heterosexual couples).

So the same justice for de facto couples is provided for gay couples. 

Is it a discrimination issue?
If two people are in love, why should someone stand in their way?
That makes sense, except marriage is not only about the feelings of love. In fact, marriage is greater than the individual. Marriage laws consider what is best for society (and I’ll come back to this soon). Heterosexual relationships have a communal significance for procreation.

Now you can argue that there are many couples who choose not to have children or cannot have children. True, but one fundamental purpose of marriage is procreation.

Is it a moral issue?
I don’t know what you think the word “moral” means, so I’ll avoid using it.
It is a created order issue. That is, God made us with a purpose and with particular types of relationships (cf Genesis 1-2). 

Why should Christian beliefs shape Australian values?
The feeling is that a particular lobby group is holding everyone hostage without thinking what is in the best interests of everyone.
That’s not true. If the Gay Lobby is successful then it will change the shape of Australia.
You see, having marriage based on households connected in society means that there is a community focus to my life. I contribute, I have obligations to my children and I will care for ageing parents.
Gay marriage begins with the individual. There is no obligation beyond what is due to me.

In England it was estimated that the family breakdown was costing the nation 61 billion dollars a year! Why? Because if I am not obligated to care for others then either they will suffer of the government will have to provide. (by the way the figure is projected to go up exponentially).

Let me go one step further. Why is God’s way is better? The American Witherspoon Institute recently released a report called Ten Principles on Marriage and the Public Good (2008). It found that children of families who followed God’s model of marriage
were less likely to suffer from depression, anxiety, alcohol and drug abuse, less susceptible to sexual abuse and achieve more academically. How do they summarise their finding? 

Thus, marriage understood as the enduring union of husband and wife is both a good in itself and also advances the public interest. (pg 5)

Let me ask one more question- why is it such a big issue?
Given that there are only 20,000 homosexual partners in Australia (ABS 2001) and that many of them probably won’t get married, why has this become THE issue?
[bookmark: _GoBack]I think it’s because it cuts to the heart of our culture. We like our freedom and individuality. We don’t like to make sacrifices for others or consider what might be for the good of our community. 

So to make it clear, my beef is not so much with homosexual marriage as it is against hedonistic individualism.
