The Environment
Let me start by saying that this is not an argument for or against climate change.
I wish to question what responsibilities humans have to the environment.

As I wrote this three men were captured by a Japanese whaling vessel. The Australian government requested the Japanese government to release the men, and hundreds of thousands of dollars was spent to bring them home.

Now some people are angry because of the cost involved. For them saving the whales is not the highest priority. Others think it’s right that the cost be paid, because the cost (death of whales) is already too high. So where do Christians fall?

1) Christians have a responsibility to the environment
In Genesis 1:28 God gives us the authority to rule of this planet and its’ inhabitants. This gives a priority to humanity over other animals. But that does not give us the right to rape and pillage the earth.
The authority comes with a responsibility. We are made in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-27). 
That means that we act like His ambassadors. Our poor behaviour will reflect on Him and our noble actions will bring Him glory.

Psalm 104 provides us a picture of how God treats His creation. He cares for it, blesses it and sustains it. Acts 14:17 provides a picture of God providing what is needed for life to exist.

The upshot is that we must care for this world. It is not an issue that we can side-step, because God gave the job to us.
2) [bookmark: _GoBack]Christians must give do consideration to animals
Gen 2:15 states that the role of humanity is to take care of the earth. In fact the picture of the Genesis 2 is that as humanity works and sustains creation in a caring way the whole earth is blessed, it flourishes.

Based on this logic, greedy exploitation is ruled out. You cannot drive creatures to the brink of extinction for economic purposes.
Proverbs 12:10 is clear that a righteous man cares for the needs of animals

3) Christians realise the problem for the environment
Even if we all act responsibly, Romans 8:21-22 tells us that this world will always involve suffering, decay and death. This is tragic news. But the passage also tells us that there is hope (which even creation longs for) in the return of Christ.

Rather than taking us to a spirit world, Jesus is setting up a new creation where all the problems of this world will cease to exist.
Christians call this the kingdom of God, and it is by following Jesus that we can enter it.
4) Act responsibly
It can feel overwhelming to know which side we should take on an issues like climate change or emissions trading schemes. So we often given up.

We must act responsibly though. 

Instead of taking on the responsibility of fixing the world, why not start with how you contribute to the environment. Check out the Living Greener website about what actions you could take (http://www.livinggreener.gov.au ) .

We are part of the ecosystem, but not in an equal way. We are the greater party, and with that goes greater responsibility. As we become anxious about the future, remember that Jesus has a better future in store.


